The purpose of life 

Our purpose in this life is to worship The Creator, to surrender ourselves to 
Him and to obey the laws that He has determined for us. 

Allah Ta’ala states: 

"And I did not create the jinn and mankind except to worship Me." (adh- 
Dhariyat 51/56) 

Allah Ta’ala states in another Ayah: 

“O ye people! Worship your Guardian Lord, who created you and those who 
came before you, that ye may become righteous.” (al-Baqarah 2/21) 

And Allah the Exalted says, 

“Say: Verily my Prayer, and my Sacrifice, and my living and my dying are for 
Allaah, Lord of the Worlds, having no associate. This is what I was commanded 
with, and I am the first of the Muslims. ” (al An’aam 6/162) 

Allah Ta’ala also states: 

“Serve Allah, and join not any partners with Him.” (an-Nisa 4/36) 

Ibnu Abbaas (radiyallahu anhuma) said: 

“Everything in the Qur’an which commands with the Ibadaah (worship) then 
with it Tawhid is intended.” (Baghawi, Tafsir, 1/71, al-Baqarah 2/21) 

There is no other reason and purpose or use in this life. All the Messengers 
Allah Ta'ala has sent came with the same message. 

Allah Ta’ala states: 

“Not a messenger did We send before thee without this inspiration sent by Us to 
him: that there is no god but I; therefore worship and serve Me.” (al-Anbiya 
21/25) 

And He says: 

“And question thou our messengers whom We sent before thee; did We appoint 
any deities other than the Most Gracious, to be worshiped?” (az-Zukhruf 
43/45) 

The first thing all the Messengers were reciting to their tribes to let them hear 
was saying: “Worship Allah Ta’ala, you have no other -true- Ilah (deity) -who 
deserves to be worshiped- (other than Allah). “ 


Unfortunately in our day and age the vast majority don't know the purpose 
of life, and the majority of the very few who know don't know what this 
Ibadaah (worshipping) which we are created for exactly is. Many of them 
restrict Ibadaah to deeds like prayer, fasting and pilgrimage. Although 
Ibdadaah has much more aspects than the aforementioned deeds and acts. 

Many of them are thinking, that M la ilaha ilia Allah" means, that there is no 
other Creator than Allah, that there is no other Sustainer than Allah, that 
there is no other God who makes it rain, and who makes the sun shine. But 
even the Meccan mushrikun believed, that there is no Creator, no Sustainer 
except Allah and that it is Allah who makes it rain and who lets the sun shine. 

Allah Ta'ala says: 

"If you asked them: Who created the heavens and earth? They would surely 
say: Allah. Say: All praise is due to Allah, but most of them do not know." 

(Luqman 31/25) 

And He says: 

"If you asked them who created them, they would surely say: Allah. So how are 
they deluded?" (az-Zukhruf 43/87) 


So in a time like this our goal and mission is to teach people the correct 
understanding of the purpose of life as there is no reason to teach them less 
important issues, nor is this allowed. 

Allah (swt) says: 

"Say (O Muhammad): "This is my way; I invite unto Allah with sure 
knowledge, I and whosoever follows me. And Glorified and Exalted is Allah. 
And I am not of the Mushrikin. " (Yusuf 12/108) 

Allah (swt) commands His Messenger (saw) in this verse to teach the people 
and make clear to them His Deen and His Sunnah and His way of life and that 
of those who follow the call to Allah's Religion, and practice Tawheed, and that 
by so doing, he and those who obey him and believe in him are following 
Divine Guidance and acting upon knowledge and clear evidence; and they exalt 
their Lord and glorify Him above any association of partners, in His Lordship, 
in worship and in His Divine Names and Attributes; and He (swt) is innocent 
of the polytheists and their shirk. 

Benefits Derived From This Verse 

1. The obligation of sincerity and purity of faith, when calling to (the 


worship of) Allah. 

2. The call should be based upon a foundation of truth and evidence. 

3. The obligation to stay free from s hir k and its followers. 

4. That deeds are not accepted unless they are in conformity with that which 
was brought by the Messenger of Allah. 

5. The obligation to exalt Allah above all that is not becoming His Majesty. 

Relevance of This Verse to the Subject of Tawheed 

That it proves that the way of the Messenger of Allah (saw) and those who 
follow him is to call the people to the religion of Allah (swt), and this embodies 
the testimony that none is worthy of worship except Allah (swt). 

It is reported on the authority of Ibn Abbas (ra) that Allah's Messenger (saw) 
said when he sent Mu'aaz (ra) to Yemen: "You are going to a people who are 
from the People of the Book: So the first thing to which you call them should be 
the testimony that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah (swt)." - 
And in another narration: "that they testify to the Oneness of Allah (swt)." - 
"And if they obey you in that, then inform them that Allah (swt) has made 
compulsory upon them five prayers every day and night. And if they obey you 
in that, then inform them that Allah (swt) has made incumbent upon them a 
charity (Zakah) which is to be taken from the rich among them and given to 
their poor. And if they obey you in that then be careful not to take the best of 
their wealth (as Zakah), and be careful of the supplication of those who have 
suffered injustice, for there is no obstacle between it and Allah (swt). 
(Narrated by Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (saw) sent Mu'aaz ibn Jabal (ra) as his representative 
to Yemen, and he advised him of what was required of him there, beginning 
with the call to worship Allah (swt), Alone, without partners, and that if they 
accepted that then he must inform them of the greatest obligations upon them 
after Tawheed, which are: prayer and Zakah; and that if they obeyed this, then it 
is incumbent upon him to maintain justice with them, and not to wrong them or 
cause suffering to them by taking the best of their property as Zakah, for that 
would constitute an injustice to them and might provoke them and cause them 
to invoke Allah (swt) upon him - and the invocation of the oppressed and the 
wronged is never rejected by Allah (swt). 

Benefits Derived From This Hadith 




That the first thing to which the Du'ah must call is Tawheed - the 


Oneness of Allah (swt). 

• The obligation to call to Allah (swt) with wisdom, step-by-step, 
beginning with the most important, then the next most important, 
and so on. 

• The obligation of observing five daily prayers. 

• That witr prayer is not obligatory. 

• The obligation upon those who have more than they need to fulfill 
their basic every-day needs to pay Zakah. 

• That Zakah is not paid to the unbeliever. 

• That the fuqaraah (poor people) are legitimate recipients of Zakah. 

• The permissibility of paying Zakah to one category of recipients 
from amongst the permitted categories. 

• That it is not permissible to pay Zakah outside the country unless 
there is no one in need of Zakah within it. 

• It is not permissible to pay Zakah to the wealthy. 

• The forbiddance of taking Zakah from the best of the people's 
wealth. 

• The forbiddance of any kind of injustice. 

• That the invocation of the wronged is answered. 

Relevance of the Hadith to the Subject of Tawheed 


That it proves that the first thing with which the da'iyah must begin his message 
is the call to testify that none is worthy of worship except Allah (swt). 



